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Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces

Services Every Sunday of the Year

We are a transformational Force for Love and Justice in Our Community.

We gather to inspire spiritual growth, care for each other and our community, seek

truth, and work for justice.

Office Administrator, Cherie Coffelt is working from home; her hours are M-F 9:30-4:30

Join us for Zoom Worship Sunday at 10 AM

See past worship services on our YouTube channel

Deadline for Light submissions is the 25th of every month.

The Roundtable

This month's events
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Climate Change

Unitarian Universalists want to take personal responsibility to do what they can to

preserve our planet for our children, grandchildren, and their children. Transportation is

a significant contributor to human-caused climate change. By taking actions such as

leading and attending virtual meetings, we Unitarian Universalists can show how even

small, thoughtful actions can help avert the threat of human-caused climate change.

Questions? Contact Dave Rice or Dave Steele

Read more

Words From Our President

Susan Hychka

Last Sunday our church held its Ingathering Service. Ingathering is celebrated in

Unitarian Universalist congregations in the fall to mark the beginning of a new

congregational year. Many congregants brought small amounts of water from places of

significance to them and combined them in a ritual that signifies interconnectedness,

reunion, and returning home to the church community that holds us.

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces is a diverse and progressive spiritual

community. We have been a liberal religious presence in Las Cruces for more than 50

years. All are welcome here. With your help this fall, we will chart a course to ensure

that this beloved community continues to exist for all of us and for generations to come.

Many of you participated in one of the eleven Visioning Circles that were held in July

and August. Later this month, when the Visioning Circles report is published, we will

hold a day of action, both in person and virtually, where all members are invited to
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review the strengths identified in our Visioning Circles and identify the congregation’s

priorities for 2023. Both the Board of Trustees and our Finance Committee welcome

your participation in defining goals and developing a 2023 budget that will support

these goals.

Hope Johnson, who was a Congregational Life Consultant for the Central East and

Southern Regions, delivered this meditation at General Assembly in 2013. Much has

changed since she spoke these words, yet these words ring true as we gather and

continue our work together to create beloved community.

We Are One

We are one, a diverse group of proudly kindred spirits, here not by coincidence but

because we choose to journey together. We are active and proactive. We care deeply.

We live our love as best we can.

We are one, working, eating, laughing, playing, singing, storytelling, sharing, and

rejoicing, getting to know each other, taking risks, opening up, questioning, seeking,

searching, trying to understand, struggling, making mistakes, paying attention, asking

questions, listening, living our answers, learning to love our neighbors, learning to love

ourselves, apologizing and forgiving with humility, and being forgiven through grace,

creating the beloved community together. We are one.

May it be so,

Susan Hychka, President of the Congregation and Chair of the Board of Trustees,

Unitarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces  

Read more

Board of Trustees

Board Officers

President: Susan Hychka

Vice President: Roy van der Aa
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Secretary: Sara Thomas

Treasurer : Jan Thompson

Members at Large:

Skip Shelton

John Seeley

Gary Cockerell

Robert Floyd

Jennifer Trantham

Important actions deliberated and votes taken at the last meeting:

1. Approve Membership Committee’s memorandum of understanding. Board

requests at least one additional person to be trained on Fellowship One.

2. Discuss and approve plan for Committee Round Up to facilitate communication

and collaboration among committees. After some discussion about several

benefits of a simplified council, and whether to do by Zoom and how often,

consensus was to ask the committees what they wanted.

3. Establish Financial Review Committee. This committee of 5 volunteers is tasked

with reviewing church financial records on an annual basis.

4. Approve agent to Tech Soup. The board approved Lyn Pearson as our Tech Soup

agent. TechSoup is a nonprofit organization that helps other nonprofit

organizations to acquire hardware and software.

5. Appoint a working group to review bylaws and recommend revisions and updates.

No working group was formed at this time, but all were tasked with looking at the

bylaws for areas that need changing. A decision was made to send an

information page about church size and governance model to the congregation.

Full board minutes are sent to church members in a private emailing.

Read more

Religious Education
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Kellie Ingram, Director of Religious Education

Happily, we bask in this warm September sun, which illuminates all creatures.

Henry David Thoreau

This quote really resonates with me for several reasons. One, I love to bask in the sun.

If I could spend all of my days camping in the sunshine, I would! Two, I appreciate that

we are all creatures, some human, some furry, and some of habit. And Three- that

Henry Thoreau was an inspirational Unitarian, ahead of his time.

Unfortunately, I have not had the chance to spend much time in the sun lately, as my

family and I have been recuperating from Covid. Two & half years into this pandemic,

and the virus finally found us. Two and a half years of (mostly) staying as safe and

aware as possible. Two and a half years of wearing masks, thoroughly washing hands,

using disinfectant everywhere, and being mindful of others.

Last summer, my husband and I broke down and took our bored pandemic kiddos on a

trip to Santa Fe. While at the giant, people filled, interactive exhibit we diligently kept

our masks on and hand sanitizer in our pockets. We also stayed at an RV park in the

attempt to lessen our chances of exposure. The trip was wonderful, Meow Wolf was

amazing, our rental cabin was perfect, our kids were happy, and no one got sick. Job

well done!

This year for Spring Break we decided to indulge once again with a trip to California.

We stayed with family in Arizona on the way there and back. Feeling comfortable being

around those we love and had missed. California was so exciting and there was so

much to do! Sometimes it was easy to forget that so many people were still sick. The

beach felt safe enough, we were secluded and brought our own food. Universal Studios

was a blast! My children were in awe and once I personally entered the Wizarding

World of Harry Potter (I’m a pretty, big, fan!) I felt all of the magic around me and

actually forgot that I shouldn’t touch everything that I see. And of course, Disney Land-

long lines of no social distancing, rides that several people got on and off of, lunch



surrounded by others, and all of the interactive stations. Again, our kids were happy,

and no one got sick. Another job well done!

Once back home to reality the old habits kicked in. Masks, handwashing, and limiting

our social interactions with others. The week I tested positive for covid (which sadly

happened to be the day after my oldest daughters 22nd birthday and days before the

Big Birthday Dinner) I had only gone to two places. The grocery store, where I didn’t

even use a basket, and to my office for work, where thankfully I didn’t run into anyone

else. The realization of this virus and life in general, is that it can hit you like a ton of

bricks- anywhere and anytime. So while I suggest living life to its fullest and basking in

anything and everything that makes you happy, please remember to also remain

conscious and diligent. Stay safe out there UU’s!

Read more

Music and Choir

Catherine Massey, Director of Music

MUSIC NOTES

 As September begins, our local schools have been in session for more than a month,

and there has been so much rain we have mushrooms growing in our yard.  And our

choir rehearsals have resumed!  We have returned to our regular rehearsal time of

Tuesdays from 6:45-8:30 PM, although we are still masking while singing, and we are

enthusiastically preparing choral music months ahead of time.  It feels good to practice

some harder and newer pieces.  It feels much closer to normal. 

I returned from the first Association for UU Music Ministries conference in three years,

greatly replenished and with music and skills to share with our congregation. In Ann
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Arbor, our deeply satisfying worship services, and workshops and activities geared for

“Restoration, Renewal, and Rebirth” accomplished that goal. I’m sharing with the choir

some “vocal rehabilitation” practices, and using my Chicago mentor Marty Swisher’s

rehearsal planning strategies and techniques. There are several songs I learned that

we will sing together. I had meaningful conversations with many colleagues, since time

and space for that was built in—different from the normally packed and frenetic

schedule.

To be honest, I don’t think that any other group of people really understand what this

has been like—to lead music in worship through COVID, on Zoom, without being able

to sing together in the same place—trying to recreate the experience of music in

worship, while finding ways to keep fellowship going with our music groups.  It took a

long time just to learn the right sound settings in Zoom and to find good

microphones!  It’s not entirely over—we’re doing hybrid services, maybe forever—but it

is overwhelming to think about what a challenge it’s been.  I could not have done it

without these colleagues, who were there with me in figuring it all out.  I got to thank the

great Unitarian Universalist composer Elizabeth Alexander for her exquisitely produced

and generously shared music videos, and Adam Podd of NYC, who produced

packages that allowed us to produce remote choir videos for that first Christmas. Also,

Allison Halerz, Pianist-in-Residence at First UU Ann Arbor, who, along with her

husband who produced the worship videos and Glenn Thomas Rideout, Director of

Music at that time, created amazing online worship from the start of COVID.  I used

their work as a model for what I did, and borrowed some of the music videos they

produced—as they intended.  These connections—some new, some forged more than

twenty years ago—contributed to maintaining vitality in our congregation.  And the

many overlapping webs of connection supported our broader Unitarian Universalist

community. 

Read more

Church Administration and Staff

Rain Is On the Way! by Cheri Coffelt
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The desert is in bloom. The creosote which spends most of the year existing in drought

conditions that would kill most plants is blooming. The smell after the rain is intoxicating

and familiar, like a friend. Reminding us that in spite of the heat and impossible odds,

good can come from this season.

It’s amazing to see the difference a couple days of soft gentle rain can make. This

summer has been hot, and the “monsoon” rains are a welcome change. I’m ready for

the rain, just like our desert flowers are ready for the rains that bring the change. I’m

ready for it.

These past two years have been a drought. We have struggled to survive a pandemic

and the world has been greatly impacted by all the uncertainty. We have suffered as a

nation, as a church and as social beings. We have had brief glimmers of hope only to

have it dashed away by a new variant.

We must dig deep in faith, to find quiet cool springs to nourish our souls during this

difficult time. We must cling to faith when all hope seems lost. My spirits and heart are

lifted and greatly restored by centering myself with scripture, quotes, and listening to

music. You may have a similar practice that soothes your spirit and soul. I encourage

you to spend time each day meditating on good things.

We are not through this season of drought just yet, but take courage, the rains are on

the way. The world we live in may be different because of Covid, but we must not live in

fear. What we sometimes fear, is just an illusion and the reality can be very different.

Remember Y2K?

II Corinthians 4:8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but

not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.



Read more

Committee & Program News

CUUPS
Desert Spirit CUUPs is the Las Cruces chapter of the Covenant of Unitarian

Universalist Pagans. We practice and educate others on Earth-centered spirituality. We

gather monthly on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 6 pm for a potluck and either

ritual or an informative class. All events are open to everyone interested in learning

and/or growing in their spiritual path. Events held at the church unless otherwise noted.

Visit http://www.facebook.com/desertspiritcuups or email lascrucescuups@gmail.com.

Yule : Celebrates the winter solstice

Ostara: Celebrates the spring equinox

Beltane: Celebrates May Day

Litha: Celebrates the summer solstice

Lughnasadh: Celebrates the beginning of the harvest season

Mabon: Celebrates the autumnal equinox

Samhain: Marks the end of summer, and the end of the harvest season. It signals the

beginning of winter. On this day, pagans believe the veil between the living and the

dead is especially thin.

Facilities Management by Charlie Scholz
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Good News

There are two things that our Committee does on a regular basis: we oversee the

maintenance of our campus; and we help to implement new ideas or new technologies

to improve the operation of our campus. This month we’re pleased to have been able to

have done both.

In terms of maintenance, we rehabbed the Foyer, something that has been needed for

a long time. All the light fixtures were freshened with the installation of daylight lamps

and the cleaning of the fixture covers. The walls were cleaned, the holes and cracks

were filled and a coat of paint was applied using the same color palate as in the

Sanctuary. Finally, all the woodwork was cleaned and polished.

Special thanks to Gillian Leng and her team for their aesthetic input and to Bill

Fitzgerald and Dave Rice for their excellent work in cleaning and painting.

Our concern for safety and security led the Board to sign a contract with Allied Security

for the installation of cameras around the perimeter of the property. These cameras will

be monitored through a system in the Office/Library building as well as being accessed

through cell phone applications. While this system will not protect us against vandalism,

it will help us to identify anyone who commits it. Thanks to the

Board for allocating the funds to buy this system and to the Staff, especially Cheri

Coffelt, our Office Manager, for being the Administrator.

Ever since we rehabbed the Sanctuary we’ve been making adjustments to the audio

and video systems. This past month we installed a Choir monitor in the Sanctuary. This

video screen, which is hung from the rafters facing the front of the room, allows the

speaker, the musicians and the choir to see what is being shown on ZOOM. No more

craning of necks to see the videos or to read the words of the Covenant or lyrics to the

Hymns. Thanks to Beehive Electric for the wiring, to Elwin Nunn for is generous

donation of the monitor and to Bill Fitzgerald and Dave Rice for their feat of

mountaineering in hanging it.

Finance by Katie Fitzgerald

A “GOLDEN” OPPORTUNITY

This month kicks off development of the 2023 budget. Committee and program chairs



met on August 29th via ZOOM to discuss budget priorities. Members and friends of the

congregation are invited to attend the Finance Committee meeting on September 13th

at 7:00 PM via ZOOM to provide their input into the budget.

October will be Stewardship Month. In October, the Finance Committee invites

members of the congregation to another evening meeting via ZOOM to help flesh out

budget priorities. As the pledge drive will not be complete the budget will still be a work

in progress. However, the entirety of the November meeting will be devoted to 2023

budget development. This is important as the Board of Trustees needs final figures to

their work before publishing a finishing product and arranging a congregational

meeting.

This is a golden opportunity for any and all who want a part in the budget planning to

have their voices heard. Reminders and links will go out in the Week at a Glance just

prior to the meeting. Of course, if you are unable to attend due to schedule conflicts,

written input is very welcome!

Hospitality Rotation Schedule

It is with great pleasure, I wish to thank the following committees or groups for stepping

up to sign up for these Hospitality shifts on a rotating basis for the rest of the year,

starting in September. This gives the Hospitality committee a well-deserved break, and

allows them to focus on special functions such as church gatherings, memorials, and

weddings.

Members of the Hospitality Committee will be available to train these groups with the

tasks, and keep the supplies maintained. There are occasional 5th Sundays available

for open sign up if you’re interested. Just check the sign up boards in the lobby or the

RE Great room. From Sara Thomas, Board of Trustees liaison to Hospitality and

Membership.

Odd Months – Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov

• 1st Sunday - Seekers Covenant Group

• 2nd Sunday - Membership Committee

• 3rd Sunday - Finance Committee

• 4th Sunday - Social Justice Committee



Even Months – Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec

• 1st Sunday - Board of Trustees

• 2nd Sunday - Leadership Development Committee

• 3rd Sunday - Multicultural Awareness Group

• 4th Sunday - Richins Covenant Group

Please give them a personal thank you when you see them on their hospitality shift.

When we all pitch in, important work is accomplished!

Leadership Development Committee by Rabbitt Loring

Harvest the Power Workshop

Come join us for an enlightening interactive experience this fall. Harvest the Power is a

six-session workshop that provides the opportunity to explore activities that lead to

positive change. Whether you are a new church member or one who has been here a

long time, this is the perfect opportunity to meet new people or renew old friendships as

you develop leadership skills and build meaningful relationships. The Leadership

Development Committee has been working on this for a long time and can finally offer it

in person. Don’t miss this opportunity!

The six sessions will each be led by a member of the Leadership Development

Committee (LDC) and another congregational member.

• Oct 8 - #1 Leadership Journey - Marie Sauter, LDC Co-chair and Kellie Ingram,

Director of Religious Education

• Oct 15 - #2 From "I" to "We" - James Caufield, LDC member and Haney Pearson,

Sunday Services Committee

• Oct 22 - #3 Are We Doing the Right Things? - Clair Shawhan, LDC member and

Judy Holmes, Caring Committee

• Oct 29 - Break, no session

• Nov 5 - #4 Caring for Ourselves and One Another - Scott McLaughlin, LDC

member and Chris Thomas, Religious Education Committee

• Nov 12 - #5 Integrity - Linda Peterson, LDC Co-chair and Sally Atkinson,

Religious Education teacher



• Nov 19 - #6 Faith and Conflict - Rabbit Loring, LDC member and Sara Thomas,

Board of Trustees

To explore the course in advance, visit: Harvest the Power, 2nd Edition: Developing Lay

Leadership | Harvest the Power, 2nd Edition | Tapestry of Faith | UUA.org

Marie Sauter is the contact person to answer your questions or to sign you up for the

workshop. Email her at masauter@msn.com. Plan to attend all six sessions since they

build on one another. Please sign up by September 23.

Librarian's Corner by Rabbitt Loring

New Section in the Library

Between the Religions sections and the Science sections, we have added a new

collection of books. The Agnostic/Atheist section has books on the history of Atheism

(Western Atheism: A Short History by James Thrower), the evolution of Atheism (The

New Atheism: Taking a Stand for Science and Reason by Victor J. Stenger), and the

personal journeys of some prominent atheists and agnostics.

The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought by Susan Jacoby fits

right into some of the political arguments going on today. Ingersoll (1833-1899)

elaborates on this country’s secular history, emphatically stating that this country was

not founded as a Christian nation as some today assert. Our secular past

encompasses issues of women’s rights, immigration, racism and evolution, which are

still divisive today.

Chris Stedman writes Faithiest: How an Atheist Found Common Ground with the

Religious. Growing from Christian to Atheist, Stedman has a wealth of experience on

both sides of this divide and has spent his life working to find common ground to make

the world a better place. He argues that we all need to treat those who agree with us

and those who don’t with respect and work toward better understanding of the other

side.

Philip Kitcher concludes in Life After Faith: The Case for Secular Humanism that

evolution away from religion is essential. He encourages us to build our lives on ethical

truth, looking toward poets and artists, scientists and musicians for our sense of identity

and community. He states, “the central purpose of this book is to show how a
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thoroughly secular perspective can fulfill many of the important functions religion, at its

best, has discharged.”

These and other books are in the library for you to check out. Come browse through

this and other sections for some possibly surprising titles about things you might not

have been aware of. Expand your mind!

The library is open every Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00-3:00pm for you to check out

a book or purchase one from the book cart. One of our marvelous volunteers will be

here to help you. Also remember to bring in your aluminum Cans for Critters and

donations for the Little Free Pantry. And book donations are always welcome, too.

See you in the Library!

Membership by Lyn Pearson

This is a busy committee! We meet every other Tuesday morning for an hour and a

half. Recently, we completed a review of the member and friend rolls; adjusting church

status codes and cleaning up addresses and phone numbers. This will produce a better

looking telephone book in the future and also help Finance during the upcoming

stewardship campaign. While this is a never ending task, it will be easier in the future.

The entire exercise has taken over a month and we've determined we need to contact

between 20 and 30 members and friends directly, which we will do by telephone or by

sending a note card to them.

Our next project will be a review of our covenant groups. Jeff Harris has volunteered to

be the overall coordinator of the existing groups and he and Rev. Nancy will discuss the

best way to train new group facilitators so that we can accommodate everyone who

wishes to join a group.

If your home address, email address, or phone number(s) have changed you can

update them in InFellowship or simply contact Cathy Cox by email or phone.

Social Justice by Dave Rice

Tents to Rents 2022 Community Campaign

Please contribute to the Tents to Rents campaign from the Community of Hope! As in
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recent years, the UU Church of Las Cruces hopes to exceed our goal of $1000. You

can give by check to the church (Tents to Rents in memo line) or at the website under

“Give” at the Social Justice Fund and then the Tents to Rents sub-fund.

Camp Hope, or Tent City, is located at the Mesilla Valley Community of Hope (MVCH)

and serves as a temporary living site for dozens of homeless individuals waiting for

their own home or apartment. Camp Hope shelters nearly 200 people each year,

keeping them safe, close to services, and streamlining opportunities for housing. But

Camp Hope does not receive any government or subsidized funding, so MVCH created

Tents to Rents—to keep Camp Hope in operation and transition as many people as

possible from sleeping in a tent to paying rent in an apartment.

The campaign this year runs from August 15th through September 23rd. We know

you care about this community, that’s why we’re asking you to be part of this popular

annual event again and help change someone’s life. If you have any questions about

the Tents to Rents event, please do not hesitate to contact MVCH at

tentstorents@gmail.com.

Sunday Services by Katie Fitzgerald

• Sep 4 2022 at 10:00 AM Labor DayCharlie Scholz with SA Katie Fitzgerald

On this Labor Day Sunday, let’s explore the concept of labor. Over the last few years, to

“work” or not to “work” has become a thing. What is that all about? What role do labor

unions play and how does all this relate to Unitarian Universalism?

• September 11 at 10:00 AM 9/11 RemberanceCharlie Scholz with Haney

Pearson and Catherine Massey, SA Mark Sukontarak

September 11, 2001, was a day like no other in our nation’s history. A few of our

members will share their personal experiences from that day.

• Sep 18, 2022 at 10:00 AM Blue Highways, UU’s and BelongingJohn Seeley

with SA Mark Sukontarak

Weaving elements of our Unitarian Universalist faith and the human need for belonging

with messages from the inspiring book, Blue Highways: A Journey into America, about

the American experience.

• Sep 25, 2022 at 10:00 AM Rosh HashanaKatie Fitzgerald with SA John

Seeley
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We explore one of the High Holy Days of the Jewish faith and contemplate the role of

reflection, repentance and atonement in our spiritual lives.

Read more

Requests and Items of Interest

Generous Giving by Jack Welch

WE ARE A GENEROUS CONGREGATION! During August. (until 21st) we received

more than fifty special gifts.

Our Minister Emerita, Rev. Nancy Anderson, is held in high esteem. This was

demonstrated by the thirty-two special gifts ($6,500) we received in her honor on the

occasion of her 80th birthday. Donations were received from: Nancy L. Anderson, John

Bloom, Bruce and Cynthia Bergthold, James Caufield and Katya Gonzales, Cheri

Coffelt, Shirley Davis, Madge DeFee, Mickey Duttle, Dale Emmert, Elena Espinosa, Bill

and Katie Fitzgerald, Ed Gomolka, Jean Gilbert, John Hamilton, Judy Holmes, Steve

and Susan Hychka, Diane Lee, Judy Licht and Jerry Black, Elvira Masson, Don and Pat

Neidg, Kris Northcutt, Sandy Nielson, Sam Palahnuk and Shannon Donnely, David

Rice, Galina Saltiel, Charlie Scholz and Nancy Anderson, David and Ilene Steele, Pat

Temple, Jane Thompson, Rod Thompson, Jack Welch and Gayle Trantham, Mea

Whittle, Julie Woody. A special donation was received from her covenant group Gillian

Leng, Peggy Devlin, Cathy Carver, Judy Waite, Cindy Brace and Dale Emmert.

We thank Jean Gilbert for her generous memorial contribution made in memory of her

late husband, Bill. Also, Doug Abbott made a memorial gift.

We continue to support our Little Pantry and received donations from: David and Ginny

Rice, David Ilene Steele, Jan Thompson and Carol Winkler.

Our congregation is supporting the Community of Hope Tents for Rent annual

campaign. As of August 21 we have received donations from: Nancy L. Anderson, Dale

Emmert, Bill and Katie Fitzgerald, Jean Gilbert, Judy Holmes, Rabbit Loring, Elwin

Nunn, David Rice, Robert Severance, Jack Welch and Gayle Trantham, Steve Welch

and Janet Pitt, Lori Miller, Diane Lee, Shirley Davis and Jane Asche. Others who wish
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to donate are asked to do so before the campaign ends Sept. 23rd.

Again, we are a generous congregation. THANK YOU, ALL!

Greeters

Mark Sukontarak is in charge of coordinating Sunday greeters for the Membership

Committee. If you are interested in greeting on a regular schedule, occasionally, or for

memorial services, please contact Mark by phone or email.

Thanks to these folks for greeting on:

• Aug 14 - Carol Stanfill, Rabbitt Loring, and SaraThomas

• Aug 21 - John Seeley, Nancy L. Anderson, and Gillian Leng

• Aug 28 - Carol Stanfill, Diane Lee, and Robert Severence

Hospitality Thanks for August

We extend our gratitude for the following groups who made it possible for us to have

fellowship, along with delicious snacks and beverages, after these Sunday services:

• Aug 7- Hospitality Committee

• Aug 14 - Hospitality Committee

• Aug 21 - Multicultural Awareness Group

• Aug 28 - Membership Committee and Hospitality Committee

Please let them know how much we appreciate their service to the congregation!

Volunteers Needed

We are all in this together— we see this so often when we volunteers are needed

UUCLC members make it happen. We are all in this together- which is why the Board

of Trustees decided to send the mid-year budget forecast to all UUCLC members. 

Our next step, pledging and we need a couple folks to step up and lead the

stewardship drive this year.  Budget development for 2023 is right around the corner

and we NEED you to help us prepare!  If interested, please contact, Susan Hychka or

Katie Fitzgerald.



Little Pantry

Please support our Little Free Pantry.

We try to stock the pantry with beverages (water or juices), single-portion, easy-open

(pop-top) cans of veggies, fruits or meats, and raw fruits and veggies from gardens

which do not require cooking, small bags of pet foods and personal hygiene items

(such as diapers, hand soap, shampoo).

We accept donations to our little blue wagon in the lobby at Sunday services or at the

church library on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-3 PM.

Read more

Events of Note

Sep 10 and 24 Crafty UUs

Crafters is moving to 1pm on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays, instead of Saturday mornings

in the Religious Education building.

A great group turned out last time to plan these dates:

• Sat, Sept 10 th , 1 pm –Intro to Zentangle – the art of fancy doodling. Also work

on a large banner. Materials supplied.

• Sat, Sept 24 th – Zentangle Project and finish banner. Materials supplied except

for your project idea.

Your Zentangle project could be done on paper, canvas (an apron or white canvas

tennis shoes) or even leather (think work gloves). The banner is for the Harvest the

Power Leadership Training and is basically coloring in large letters with a design.

Coming up in October will be Mandalas, then Colored Pencils. We are moving on to

Calligraphy, Resin and Candle Making in the months after that, so don’t miss out. Also

looking for someone to lead us in a workshop on Stained Glass if you know of

someone. All ages are welcome!
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Oct 1 - Pride on the Plaza 2022

Show your Pride at Southern NM Pride on the Las Cruces Plaza on Saturday, October

1st. There are a couple of ways you can participate as part of a UUCLC presence.

First, sign up for a short shift (one hour) in our UUCLC booth, which our own Linda

Rogers has paid for and arranged for the best location, right next to the stage on the

left. Second, you can also walk in the parade at 4:30pm in UU T-shirts or rainbow gear

holding our church banner. It’s done on sidewalks around about half of the big loop

around the mall starting at the stage. There’s a decorate your wagon contest as part of

the parade if you’re interested. Or you can just attend Pride on the Plaza anytime from

from 5pm 10pm and check out the many vendors, food trucks, and lots of

entertainment! It’s a family event (kids are welcome to sign up for shifts in our booth

along with their parents). Check the SNM Pride website for a full listing of events during

the week before Oct 1st.

It’s easy to sign up for church booth shifts, just contact Sara Thomas. There are 5 shifts

with 2 people needed at each slot: 4:30pm to 5:30, 5:30 to 6:30, 6:30 to 7:30, 7:30 to

8:30, and 8:30 to 9:30. Help others in the community to know that we are here for them.

Oct 6 - Community Round Up aka “Council”

Mark this date on your calendar: October 6th at 7pm by Zoom

Many congregation members at Visioning Circles have suggested bringing back

Council for the purposes of better communication, collaboration and connection. From

those suggestions and a recent committee budget meeting, the first Thursday of the

month was suggested, starting in October. At this first meeting, stakeholders will decide

how often to hold meetings and the best format. A member of each committee is

strongly urged to attend and to briefly share their committee's needs that others may be

able to help with. Because it is open to different community groups such as covenant

groups, others may attend

Community Round Up. We are hoping that this will be a place for effective listening,

fruitful ideas, and

shared resources.

If you are not a Zoomer, contact Sara Thomas to be matched up with a buddy so you

can participate.



Oct 8 - Harvest the Power #1: Leadership Journey

Marie Sauter with Kellie Ingram - This workshop serves as an introduction to the

Harvest the Power program, presenting key concepts and inviting participants to share

their own leadership stories.

Oct 9, 16, 23, and 30 - New UU Classes

If you are new or not so new to our UUCLC Community, we’d like to welcome you. And

we’d like to invite you to get to know us better. In October we will offer a series of four

classes designed just for you to learn more about our church and Unitarian

Universalism.

If you’d like to participate, call the church office to register by October 2nd.

575-522-7281.

Leave your name and contact information. We hope to see you there!!

WHEN: Sundays, October 9, 16, 23 and 30

TIME: 11:30 – 1:30 PM (bring Brown Bag lunch)

WHERE: Religious Education building

FACILITATOR: Rev. Nancy J Anderson, Minister Emerita

For questions, please contact the church office, and you will be put in touch with Rev.

Anderson. Note: Priority will be given to new members and those interested in joining. If

you are a longer time member, you can join in as space permits, so do not hesitate to

register. Chances are, there will be room.

Oct 15 - Harvest the Power #2: From "I" to "We"

James Caufield with Haney Pearson - This workshop focuses on the relationships that

are the center of our congregations, beginning with a deeper exploration of covenant.

Participants examine their congregational culture to discover which voices and

perspectives are at the center of congregational life, which are on the margins, and why

that matters.

Oct 22 - Harvest the Power #3: Are We Doing the Right



Things?

Clair Shawhan with Judy Holmes - This workshop introduces the idea of turning points

—times when events or circumstances lead one’s life in a new direction. After

identifying personal turning points, participants consider conditions that can lead a

congregation to and through a turning point.

Nov 5 - Harvest the Power #4: Caring For Ourselves

and One Another

Scott McLaughlin with Chris Thomas - This workshop helps participants consider how

they care for themselves as leaders and how they encourage and model self-care for

other members of the congregation. Participants reflect on the causes of personal

stress and burnout and on their own responses to stress.

Nov 12 - Harvest the Power #5: Integrity

Linda Peterson with Sally Atkinson - This workshop invites participants into challenging

territory. The activities explore the stresses that are part of the fabric of the life of our

congregational community. Participants name and embrace that which sustains and

grounds them, and learn how this self-knowledge can help them lead from a place of

creativity

Nov 19 - Harvest the Power #6: Faith and Conflict

Rabbit Loring with Sara Thomas - In this workshop, participants practice looking at the

structures, committees, and formal and informal groups of the congregation as an inter-

related, interconnected system. They will identify relational and emotional patterns

within the congregation as they examine congregational changes and challenges.

Read more

Regularly Scheduled Activities

Every Tuesday

T'ai Chi, 10-11 AM in the Religious Education Building great room.

https://www.uuchurchlc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIzIiwiMDJlYzY5IiwiMzI4IiwiMmEyYzQ2YjRkYTU0IixmYWxzZV0
https://www.uuchurchlc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIzIiwiMDJlYzY5IiwiMzI4IiwiMmEyYzQ2YjRkYTU0IixmYWxzZV0


T'ai Chi, 5:45-6:45 PM in the Religious Education Building great room.

Library Hours - 1-3 PM in the library in the Administration Building

Every Wednesday

Caring Conversations meets on Zoom from 9-10 AM. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

87064121421?pwd=QmNhYVlrUTltK1cxRDhSRVdOU01rdz09

Meeting ID: 870 6412 1421

Passcode: 564007

Weight Watchers meets at 9:30-11:30 AM in the Religious Education Building great

room.

The Bridge Group plays bridge every Wednesday at 2 pm in the church lobby. If you

want to play, contact Nancy Anderson by email, phone, or at church to let her know you

would like to be on her weekly contact list.

Every Thursday

T'ai Chi, 10-11 AM in the Religious Education Building great room.

T'ai Chi, 5:45-6:45 PM in the Religious Education Building great room.

Library Hours - 1-3 PM in the library in the Administration Building

Every Friday

Yoga, 12 noon until 1 PM in the Religious Education great room.

T.G.I.F. - Zoom Together. A great way to end your with your fellow Unitarian

Universalists. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5755227281?pwd=

OEp3RTNkcWNid0tTNHFDNHEzUFNIUT09

Meeting ID: 575 522 7281

Passcode: 7777777
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1st Fridays

First Friday Game Night is an activity for all ages. Join us in the Religious Education

Building great room on the first Friday of the month to play a variety of games. It's fun

and entertaining. Bring a game you like or just play a game that someone else brings.

Contact Sara Thomas for more information.

2nd and 4th Saturdays

The Crafters Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month in the Religious

Education Building great room at 1:00 PM. All are welcome, especially beginners. Find

more information elsewhere in this newsletter.

3rd Tuesday

Death Cafe Please join us the third Tuesday of each month for an opportunity to sit

with others and listen to our experiences with death and grieving. In the UULC Library

6:30-8:00 PM. Contact Brooks Lewis at gendrafoxx@gmgail.com or leave a voice

message at 512-826-1472.

Do You Miss These Activities?

The Membership Committee is working to increase opportunities for socializing. If you

are interested in these opportunities and are willing to take charge, please contact Lyn

Pearson, whose information is in the church directory.

Dining Out: Interested church members met in a different restaurant every month.

Signup sheets were in the church lobby on the welcome counter and folks were asked

to sign up not later than the Wednesday prior to the dinner. The event was published in

"The Light" and included the exact time, date and location. If you would like to restart

this group, you would be responsible for: 1. ensuring the sign up sheet is in the lobby;

2. that you can be contacted by phone or email; 3. that a notice is published every

month in The Light, and 4. that a reservation is made at the restaurant of choice.

Contact Lyn if you're interested.

Lunch Bunch was a weekly lunch-time get together. Everyone who was interested was

invited to bring a bag lunch to the church library every Wednesday to enjoy the

company of fellow Unitarian Universalists. All that is required to restart this group is

mailto:gendrafoxx@gmgail.com
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someone willing to set up a regular day and time with Cheri Coffelt and ask her to post

it in the church calendar. You will need to acquire a key and be sure to open the Library

at the appropriate time and lock it afterwards. Contact Lyn if you're interested.

This group could resume by meeting outdoors or in the library, which can be well

ventilated.

Read more

The Tombaugh Gallery

The Tombaugh Gallery is proud to present the exhibit “Peace, Love, & Unity”, featuring

the artwork of Georjeanna Feltha. The show opens on September 11 and continues

through October 8. The opening reception is Sunday, 11:30 to 1:30. There will be a

Conversation with the Artist on Saturday, September 17 from 12 - 2 PM.

Peace, Love, & Unity is about Georjeanna’s response to the world the way it is right

now. It is the result of works that she has been exploring for the past 30 years. She

feels that the best way for to make a difference is through her art, a seed of hope she is

planting for our future. She believes that it is only through “Peace, Love, & Unity”, that

we will have a chance to save our country, and our world for future generations.
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Georjeanna blends messages through the use of techniques borrowed from her

African, Native American and Caucasian roots, using traditional weaving and sewing

methods. She fashions fiber, handmade paper, clay and a variety of found objects into

everything she creates, including sculpture, collage, multimedia paintings, stylish

clothing and home furnishings.

Gallery hours are Thursday through Saturday, 10 AM to 2 PM, and Sunday 11:30

to 2:30 PM. The Tombaugh Gallery is part of the Unitarian Universalist Church at 2000

South Solano Drive.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tombaughgallery/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/tombaughgallery/
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