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for In-Person and Streamed Worship Services 
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Instructions are in blue Italics.   

Blue Titles are Parts of the Service in order of presentation. 

Service Associate’s portions are titled in Red. 

Regular font is what is to be spoken by SA.  

Remember, you may want to copy this document and then cut 
and paste it for the specific service for which you are assisting.   
If you enter whatever Readings you’ll do and take out anything 
superfluous, you’ll have a good guide to follow AND a much 
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easier time during the service.     THANKS SO MUCH for YOUR 
SERVICE!!!! 

Gathering Song 

Opening Words 

 

Chalice Lighting 

Usually the Minister will light the chalice as the SA reads the Chalice Lighting words.  
Before the service, make sure there are matches or a working lighter available on the 
chalice table.  Words which accompany the lighting of the flame should reflect the 
theme of the service.  The Minister may suggest a particular reading for this.  You can 
also find examples of Chalice Lighting words in  Soul Matters materials or from readings 
in  Singing the Living Tradition  (447-456).  There are examples in Appendix 1.  

 

Affirmation of Covenant and Doxologies 
 
Please rise in body or spirit and join me in saying our 
Church’s Affirmation of Covenant and humming the 
Doxology which the Choir will sing in  in English and 
Spanish.    
 
Love is the doctrine of this church. 
The quest of truth is our sacrament, 
and service is our prayer.   
To dwell together in peace,  
to seek knowledge in freedom, 
to serve others in community,  
to the end that all souls shall grow  
into harmony with creation:   
Thus do we covenant with one another. 
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 Doxology                          HUMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

 

Words of Welcome when Rev XK Here 
Good morning and welcome to the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Las Cruces.  We welcome those of you  who are in 
our sanctuary this morning, as well as those who are joining 
us via streaming technology.   Our Minister, Rev. Xolani 
Kacela is in the pulpit this morning.   I am ____YOU________ 
and  I’m your Service Associate for this service .  I am 
delighted to be with you today.  

Unitarian Universalism has no creed or dogma.  We are a 
covenant-based church meaning that we agree to live in 
relationship with each other according to the Unitarian 
Universalist Principles and our congregation’s Covenant of 
Right Relations.  We embrace diversity in all its forms.  
Everyone is welcome. You can learn more about our church 
at our website: uuchurchlc.org.   

If you are visiting us today, we’d like to meet you.  If you are 
in the sanctuary, please rise in body or spirit and introduce 
yourself by telling us your name, where you are from, and 
how you heard about our church.  

Do we have any visitors here in the sanctuary this morning?   
WAIT 

If you are on Zoon, just turn on your mic and camera in 
order to introduce yourself. Any visitors joining us via 
Zoom?   Wait for VISITORS 
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If So: Thank you.  We are very pleased that you have joined 
us today for our service.  Please fill out a Visitor’s card in 
the lobby or leave your email in the Zoom Chat box so we 
can invite you to other services and activities at the church.  

If you choose to, welcome any visitors who chose not to introduce themselves. 

 
Directly following this service, there will be time to 
fellowship with one another during Coffee Hour, hosted by 
the Hospitality Committee.  Members of the that committee 
will serve you either water or coffee and bite sized treats.  
We will enjoy these refreshments and conversation outside 
in the fresh air. 

Today I have this OR these announcement(s). 

Announcements (sent from Cheri  and/or Rev XK 

Thank you all for being here today. 
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Words of Welcome when Rev XK  is NOT in the pulpit: 

Good morning and welcome to the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Las Cruces.  We welcome those of you  who are in 
our sanctuary this morning, as well as those who are joining 
us via streaming technology.   

I  am  _______________ and I’m your Service Associate for this 
service.  I am pleased to be with you this morning.  

 Our Minister, the Rev. Xolani Kacela is not in the pulpit 
today.  He will return on  DATE.    

NAME (Lay Leader)  is leading worship this morning.  OR   
This morning we are pleased to welcome our Guest Minister 
/ Speaker,  NAME. 

Unitarian Universalism has no creed or dogma.  We are a 
covenant-based church meaning that we agree to live in 
relationship with each other according to the Unitarian 
Universalist Principles and our congregation’s Covenant of 
Right Relations.  We embrace diversity in all its forms.  
Everyone is welcome.  You can learn more about our church 
and check the events calendar at our website: 
uuchurchlc.org. 

f you are visiting us today, we’d like to meet you.  If you are 
in the sanctuary, please rise in body or spirit and introduce 
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yourself by telling us your name, where you are from, and 
how you heard about our church.  
Do we have any visitors here in the sanctuary this morning?   
WAIT 
 

If you are joining us through Zoom, you can introduce 
yourself by turning on your mic and camera.   Any visitors 
joining us via Zoom?            Wait for VISITORS 

If So: Thank you.  We are very pleased that you have joined 
us today for our service.  Please fill out a Visitor’s card in 
the lobby or leave your email in the Zoom Chat box so we 
can invite you to other services and activities at the church.  
 
If you choose to, welcome any visitors who chose not to introduce 
themselves. 
 

Directly following this service, there will be time to 
fellowship with one another during Coffee Hour, hosted by 
the Hospitality Committee.  Members of that committee will 
serve you either water or coffee and bite sized treats.  We 
will enjoy these refreshments and conversation outside in 
the fresh air. 

Add Guest Minister’s Bio here. 
 
Today I have this OR  these announcement(s).   

 Add Announcements 

Thank you all for being with us today.  
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Time for All Ages 

Opening Hymn 

Joys and Sorrows   

(occurs every other Sunday) 

One of the ways we support one another in community is 
through the sharing of joys,  sorrows and milestones.  In 
these challenging times, it is crucial that we make attempts 
to stay connected to one another.  

Our church’s website has a link which allows you to 
confidentially submit a Joy, Sorrow or Milestone to Rev. 
Kacela.  You can specify if you would like your submission 
shared with the Caring Team and/or the congregation, or if 
you prefer it remain confidential with the Minister.      

These are the Joys and Sorrows which were received this 
past week.  Add  Joys and Sorrows  (forwarded by Cheri and/ or Rev XK 

If None:  No Joys and Sorrows were sent in this week.  
Nonetheless, as human beings sharing space on this planet 
at this time in history, we all hold hopes and dreams, 
wounds and worries in our hearts.  Remembering this, let us 
treat one another with patience and love.  (Or Write Your Own 

Ending, but not Prayer 
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 Meditation / Prayer 

Reading / Reflection 
 

Anthem 
Sermon or Homily 

 
Sharing of Gifts 

We have been worshipping in our refurbished sanctuary 
since early September!  And we’re streaming each service, 
to include as many people as possible. We continue to 
practice indoor masking and social distancing in order to 
help end the spread of COVID-19 and its variants.  

During the past  year, many of the church’s expenses 
continued.    Some have increased since our reopening.   It 
is vitally important for the ongoing work and health of the 
church that each of us fulfill our financial pledge, if at all 
possible.  

All through the pandemic, we  have continued support of 
organizations identified by the Social Justice Committee as 
recipients for our Change for Change program.  The 
recipient for this quarter is ___________________ ,  

 Give a short description of this organization  Check with David Rice if unsure. 

You can make your pledge or donate to Change for Change  
by putting checks and change in the basket, by sending 
your checks to the church, or by using the GIVE link on our 
church’s website.   

You may want to add an additional  introduction to the Offertory that relates to the 
service topic, or select a reading from Offertory Words (672 – 676) in Singing the Living 
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Tradition.   Make sure to check with the Minister or Service Leader if you want to do 
this. Some examples can be found in Appendix 2. 

 

Offertory Music 

 

Invitation to Sign the Book 

If you are joining this worship service , are looking for a spiritual 
home, and are sympathetic with Unitarian Universalist values and 
principles, the Unitarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces may be 
the place for you.  We believe that when you become a member, you 
are entering into a warm and deep relationship with the church and 
all of our members and friends. You are becoming a part of 
something much bigger than any of us. You’re becoming a part of a 
movement to change our community and our world. 

There are several routes you can take to membership: 

Speak with the Minister after an in-person service; 

Call the Church and leave a message about your interest and a 
person from the Membership Committee will call you;  

or sign the virtual membership book through the link in the electronic 
Order of Service.  

 
 

Closing Hymn 

Closing Words 

Extinguishing the Flame 

Please join me in saying the words to extinguish the flame: 

We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, 
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the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. 

These we carry in our hearts, until we are together again. 

       

Postlude 

 

Updated 12/21 

10APPENDIX 1    Chalice Lightings 

At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another 
person.  Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who 
have lighted the flame within us.  

         - Albert Schweitzer 

We gather this hour as people of faith.  

with joys and sorrows, gifts and needs.  

We light this beacon of hope, sign of our quest 

for truth and meaning,  

in celebration of the life we share together.  

        - Christine Robinson 

 

Flame of fire, spark of the universe 

that warmed our ancestral hearth - 

agent of life and death, 

symbol of truth and freedom. 

We strive to understand ourselves 

and our earthly home. 

        - Leslie Kohl-Kosbau 

 

Each morning we must hold out the chalice of our being to receive, to carry, 
and to give back.  

        - Dag Hammarskjold 
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May the light we now kindle 

inspire us to use our powers 

to heal and not to harm, 

to help and not to hinder, 

to bless and not to curse, 

to serve you, Spirit of freedom.  

        - Passover Haggadah 

APPENDIX  2 Words for the Offering 

 

 1. Let Us Look into Our Hearts  by Erik Walker Wikstrom    

It is said, “The Lord loves a cheerful giver,” yet we’ll accept from a grouch 
as well. As the ushers prepare to take this morning’s offering, may each of 
us look into not just our wallets or our checkbooks to see how much we 
have with us. Let us also look into our hearts and see what is available 
there—how much love, how much generosity, how much faith, how much 
gratitude, how much hope—and let us take our offering from that account. 

Having received the offering: For the gifts which we have received—and 
the gifts which we, ourselves, are—may we be truly grateful. May we be 
committed to using these gifts to make a difference in the world: to increase 
love and justice; to decrease hatred and oppression; to expand beloved 
community; to share, and to keep sharing, as long as ever we can. Amen. 

*********************************************************************** 

2. As a Fire Exists by Burning  by John Saxon 

This religious community exists by its mission as a fire exists by burning. 
But a fire cannot burn without fuel. And it is the time, the energy, the 
imagination, the vision, the creativity, the compassion, the love, and the 
financial support of the members and friends of this community that fuels 
our mission to nurture and sustain a welcoming, inclusive, and diverse 
liberal religious community that transforms lives and serves the world. 

Your support—the free and generous support of each and every member 
and friend of this community—is what fuels this community and its mission 
and, without your support, the flame of justice, community, and love cannot 
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burn brightly to warm ourselves and be a beacon in a world threatened by 
division and fear. 

*********************************************************************** 

3. The Oil in the Chalice  By John Saxon 

The light of our chalice would soon flicker and die without the oil that 
nourishes its flame. 

And just as this flame cannot burn without oil, this religious community 
cannot survive or thrive without the financial, as well as personal, support 
of its members and friends—the oil that keeps the flame of our liberal 
religious faith alive and fuels the shared mission and ministry of this 
Fellowship. 

Let us now give, freely and generously, an offering to sustain and 
strengthen our shared religious community—a community of memory, 
hope, faith, and love. For we are now the keepers of its flame that burns for 
justice, its dream of beloved community, its vision of a world made whole. 

*********************************************************************** 

 

4. The River of Community By John Saxon 

A religious community is like a river formed from the many streams of our 
lives that meet and merge and flow to the sea. 

As members and friends of this religious community, we share our time and 
energy, our creativity, imagination, and vision, our talents, skills, and gifts, 
and the streams of our individual lives to create a river that is both deep 
and broad: a river that is made of many streams, sustains life, and 
refreshes the land through which it flows. But the river of this community 
also depends on our shared financial support that makes real our shared 
values and vision. 

We will now receive an offering for the support of this religious community 
and its work in the world. You are invited to give generously and joyfully as 
you are willing and able. 

*********************************************************************** 

5.  We Give   By Kristin Collins4. 
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We give to remind ourselves how many gifts we have to offer. 
We give to remember that we are part of something bigger than ourselves. 
We give because we believe in music and sacred space. 
We give with the faith that, together, we have enough. 

*********************************************************************** 

6. The Offering on a Difficult Morning By Elena Westbrook 

Note: these words were written for a Sunday following a significant national 
tragedy 

Far too often, we are forced to confront the terrible things that people can 
do to each other. When these things happen, all we can do is come 
together in places like this church to remind ourselves that there is still 
hope; there is still love; there are still good-hearted people who can look 
unblinking into the storm and continue to believe a calm, bright morning will 
come. 

This community is a refuge where we can keep the ember of hope alive 
when all the world seems intent on dousing it. And then we can use our 
little ember to light a beacon for the rest of the world. 

Our offerings each week sustain this community so we can share our small 
embers to light a dark world. Please give generously so that we can all, 
together, help spread that light. 


